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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 September 2007 . 
2a)£<] This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responding to application papers filed on 10-10-2003. 

2. Claims 1, 3 - 7, 11 are pending. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 11 have been amended. 
Claims 2, 8 - 10, 12 - 18 have been cancelled. Claims 1, 11 are independent. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 9/24/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3.1 Claim 18 has been cancelled therefore the 101 rejection has been withdrawn, (see 
Remarks Page 6) 

3.2 The double patenting rejection for claims 1-18 has been withdrawn, (see 
Remarks Page 6) 

3.3 Applicant argues that the referenced prior art does not disclose, "a printing 
apparatus itself directly reads an identification pattern", (see Remarks Page 6) 

There is no disclosure in the specification or original claims that states or indicates 
a printing apparatus itself reads an identification pattern. The claim limitation only 
discloses a reading unit (or module) that reads the identification pattern. 

Cocotis discloses a printing apparatus, (see Cocotis paragraph [0005}, lines 1-4: 
system for managing print (print management); paragraph [0124], lines 1-2; paragraph 
[0112], lines 1-2; paragraph [0121], lines 1-4: receive printing request) Cocotis and 
Miller combination discloses the capability to read an identification pattern (later 
designated as a barcode) utilized for the entity (print file) identification, (see Miller 
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paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: document processing, barcode 
representation linked to information) 

3.4 Applicant argues that the referenced prior art does not disclose, "this 
characteristics, in which operational procedures are simplified by including a printing 
condition in an identification pattern", (see Remarks Page 7) 

A barcode is well known in the art as a pattern utilized as an identification 
mechanism. The Cocotis and Miller combination discloses an identification pattern 
such as a barcode. In addition, the Cocotis and Miller combination discloses the 
capability to store additional information such as printing condition information within the 
barcode pattern, (see Miller paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: 
document processing, barcode representation linked to information; paragraph [0044], 
lines 1-8: software implementation) 

One of Applicant's invention principal features is the capability for the storage of 
additional information (print condition information) within the identification pattern 
(barcode). Miller discloses that additional information can be stored within the barcode 
and can be accessed utilizing the barcode. The Cocotis and Miller combination 
discloses that the entity identified by the barcode can be a print file. 

3.5 Applicant argues, "hindsight reasoning", (see Remarks Page 7) 

It must be recognized that any judgment on obviousness is in a sense necessarily 
a reconstruction based upon hindsight reasoning. But so long as it takes into account 
only knowledge which was within the level of ordinary skill at the time the claimed 
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invention was made, and does not include knowledge gleaned only from the applicant's 
disclosure, such a reconstruction is proper. See In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 170 
USPQ 209 (CCPA 1971). 

A barcode is a mechanism for the storage of information and is well known in the 
art as a pattern utilized as an identification mechanism. The capability for a large 
quantity of information to be stored within a barcode representation is well known in the 
art. Barcodes are utilized to identify a product or an entity being controlled by an IT 
system such as a print management system. A print file is an entity that is manipulated 
by a print management system. In order to manipulate the print file there must be 
some indication of identification information for the print file. A barcode is a well known 
representation for identification information. It would be obvious to utilize a barcode to 
identify a print file within the Cocotis print management system utilizing Miller. The 
Cocotis and Miller combination discloses the requisite print management system 

3.6 Applicant argues that the referenced prior art does not disclose, "provides no 
showing by which Applicant can know which elements in those references the examiner 
believes to be a disclosure of those claimed elements", (see Remarks. Page 7) 

Examiner feels that the Office Action indicates the particular citations for each 
claim limitation accompanied by an associated description to further specify the 
addressed claim limitation. The citations within Cocotis are disclosures within a single 
prior art invention. Examiner feels there are no disparate citations. Cocotis discloses 
a printing management system which identifies a print file (using a URL identification 
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mechanism) and processes the print file by its transfer to an output device for rendering 
(printing). Cocotis and Miller disclose an obvious combination with the addition of a 
well known in the art technique of a barcode utilized for identification with additional 
information associated with the entity identified by the barcode mechanism. 

3.7 Cicotis discloses the following: "the generated identification patterns including 
information concerning a storing place of the electronic file, and this identification pattern 
is sent back to user terminal by sending unit" Cocotis discloses the generated 
identification information (patterns) to identify electronic files and information including 
the storing place of the electronic file (paragraph [0158], lines 1-9: identification 
information; paragraph [0300], lines 6-10; paragraph [0308], lines 1-4: storage place for 
electronic file (URL); paragraph [0204], lines 12-14), and identification information send 
back to user. 

Cocotis discloses information identifying a storage place for an electronic file. And, 
the information identifying the storage place for the electronic file is a URL. (paragraph 
[0300], lines 6-10; paragraph [0308], lines 1-4: URL, file storage location: "A Print 
Request CGI script 331 takes source data (e.g., a document file, graphical image file, or 
URL from a Message Center as an input and creates a print job request to be 
processed by the Print Service. ") 

Miller discloses an identification pattern-generating unit, which generates 
identification patterns (such as a barcode), and the barcode information indicates 
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additional information, which can represent anything (paragraph 45, lines 1-9; 
paragraph 55, lines 1-6: document processing, barcode representation linked to 
identification information). Miller is included for missing element, which is additional 
information, of Cocotis. 

The examiner has considered the applicant's remarks concerning a user sends a 
printing request to an electronic file management server that receives the printing 
request and generates printing data. Next, the electronic file management server allots 
a URL to the generated printing data, and stores the printing data, and URL. Then, the 
electronic file management server generates a two-dimension bar code including the 
URL and the data concerning the printing condition, and sends it to the user terminal. 
Then, a printing apparatus obtains via a bar code reader, the read data of the two- 
dimension bar code .output to a display unit, obtains printing data from the electronic file 
management server, applying the URL extracted from the two-dimension bar code, and 
performs printing. Applicant's arguments have thus been fully analyzed and 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

After an additional analysis of the applicant's invention, remarks, and a search of 
the available prior art, it was determined that the current set of prior art consisting of 
Cocotis (20030078965) and Miller (20020023959) discloses the applicant's invention 
including disclosures in Remarks dated September 24, 2007. 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or "described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time. the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 3 - 7, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cocotis et al. (US PGPUB No. 20030078965) in view of Miller et al. (US PGPUB 
No. 20020023959). 

Regarding Claim 1, Cocotis discloses a printing management system comprising a 
printing management server which is connectable to a user terminal via a network and a 
printing apparatus which is connectable to a document server via a network, 
wherein the printing management server includes: 

a) a receiving unit, which receives a printing request of an electronic file, via the 
network; (see Cocotis paragraph [0005}, lines 1-4: system for managing print 
(print management); paragraph [0000], lines x: document server; paragraph 
[0124], lines 1-2; paragraph [0112], lines 1-2; paragraph [0121], lines 1-4: receive 
printing request; paragraph [0261], lines 1-3; paragraph [0272], lines 1-7: 
software implementation;) 

c) a sending unit, which sends back the identification information to the user 
terminal, via the network, (see Cocotis paragraph [0261], lines 1-3; paragraph 
[0272], lines 1-7: software implementation; paragraph [0206], lines 7-12: send 
back identification information for printing) 
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the printing apparatus includes: 

f) a printing unit which prints the obtained electronic file based on the extracted 
information concerning the printing condition , (see Cocotis paragraph [0098], 
lines 4-8: printing or output devices) 

Cocotis discloses wherein an identification information generating unit, which 
generates identification information, including information concerning a storing place 
of the electronic file based on the received printing request of the electronic file, 
(see Cocotis paragraph [0261], lines 1-3; paragraph [0272], lines 1-7: software 
implementation; paragraph [0154], lines 8-10; paragraph [0158], lines 1-9: storage 
for file) And, Cocotis discloses wherein an electronic file obtaining unit, which 
obtains an electronic file from said electronic file management server, via said 
network, based on the read identification information ; (see Cocotis paragraph [0261], 
lines 1-3; paragraph [0272], lines 1-7: software implementation; paragraph [0158], 
lines 1-9: printing information obtained) In addition, Cocotis discloses the 
generation of identification information including the storing place of the electronic 
file, (see Cocotis paragraph [0158], lines 1-9: identification information) 

Cocotis does not specifically disclose whereby an identification pattern 
generating unit, which generates identification patterns, including additional 
information associated with pattern, and information concerning a printing condition 
of the electronic file and a reading unit. 

However, Miller discloses wherein an identification pattern generating unit, 
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which generates identification patterns, including additional information associated 
with a pattern such as a print condition, (see Miller paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: 
software implementation; paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: 
document processing, barcode representation linked to identification information) 

And, Miller discloses: 

b) information concerning a printing condition of the electronic file : (see Miller 
paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: document processing, 
barcode representation linked to information; paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: 
software implementation) 

d) a reading unit which reads identification pattern output by a user terminal : (see 
Miller paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: software implementation; paragraph [0045], 
lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: document processing, barcode 
representation linked to information; paragraph [0043], lines 3-9: barcode reader) 

e) extracts information concerning the printing condition of the electronic file from 
said identification pattern : (see Miller paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; paragraph 
[0055], lines 1-6: document processing, barcode representation linked to 
information; paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: software implementation) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Cocotis 
as taught by Miller to enable the capability the capability for a reading unit. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Miller 
in order to enable the capability to access a wealth of information concerning an 
entity from a single piece of information, the barcode, (see Miller paragraph [0006], 
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lines 1-5: "... Although a bar code may uniquely identify an item (or set of items) 
that are of interest to a person, he or she generally has no way to access information 
concerning the item from the barcode itself ... "; paragraph [0006], lines 9-13: " ... 
In particular, the ever-growing use of computers and other electronic devices and 
communication routes between such devices (e.g., the Internet) means that an 
abundance of information is available to consumers, ... "; paragraph [0007], lines 11- 
15: " ... Further, there is a need for a system and methods forgathering and using 
information about consumers who use the items. To meet these needs, a system 
capable of receiving barcodes or bar code representations, storing them and 
relevant information concerning items corresponding to the bar codes, and 
displaying such information upon demand is also required. . . . ") 

Regarding Claims 3, Cocotis discloses the printing management system according to 
claims 1. (see Cocotis paragraph [0005], lines 1-14: printing system for local or remote 
systems) Cocotis does not specifically disclose whereby the identification pattern is a 
barcode. However, Miller discloses wherein the identification pattern is a barcode, 
(see Miller paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: software implementation; paragraph [0045], 
lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: document processing, barcode representation 
linked to information) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Cocotis as 
taught by Miller to enable the capability where the identification pattern is a barcode. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of 
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Miller in order to enable the capability to access a wealth of information concerning an 
entity from a single piece of information, the barcode, (see Miller paragraph [0006], 
lines 1-5; paragraph [0006], lines 9-13; paragraph [0007], lines 11-15) 

Regarding Claims 4, Cocotis discloses the printing management system according to 
claims 1, wherein the receiving unit receives the printing request, by electronic mail, and 
the sending unit sends back an electronic mail, (see Cocotis paragraph [0005], lines 1- 
14: printing system for local or remote systems; paragraph [0121], lines 1-4; paragraph 
[0098], lines 4-8: e-mail request/response capability) Cocotis does not specifically 
disclose whereby including information concerning the identification pattern. However, 
Miller discloses wherein including information concerning the identification pattern, (see 
Miller paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: software implementation; paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; 
paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: document processing, barcode representation linked to 
information) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Cocotis as 
taught by Miller to enable the capability to include information concerning the 
identification pattern. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
employ the teachings of Miller in order to enable the capability to access a wealth of 
information concerning an entity from a single piece of information, the barcode, (see 
Miller paragraph [0006], lines 1-5; paragraph [0006], lines 9-13; paragraph [0007], lines 
11-15) 
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Regarding Claims 5, Cocotis discloses the printing management system recording 
medium according to claim 1 that further comprises an electronic file generating unit, 
which generates the electronic file based on the printing request, and stores the 
electronic file in a predetermined storing area, (see Cocotis paragraph [0005], lines 1- 
14: printing system for local or remote systems; paragraph [0124], lines 1-2; paragraph 
[0112], lines 1-2; paragraph [0121], lines 1-4: request for file printing; paragraph [0244], 
lines 9-1 1 : file storage) 

Regarding Claims 6, Cocotis discloses the printing management system recording 
medium according to claim 1 , wherein the information concerning the storing place of 
the electronic file, is information concerning URL. (see Cocotis paragraph [0005], lines 
1-14: printing system for local or remote systems; paragraph [0300], lines 6-10; 
paragraph [0308], lines 1-4; paragraph [0202], lines 6-11: URL indicator for file location) 

Regarding Claim 7, Cocotis discloses the printing management system according to 
claim 1, wherein the network, includes Internet, (see Cocotis paragraph [0005], lines 1- 
14: printing system for local or remote systems; paragraph [0073], lines 1-6; paragraph 
[0077], lines 7-10: Internet communications) 

Regarding Claim 11, Cocotis discloses an electronic file printing method that performs 
printing of an electronic file of a document, applying a user terminal, a printing 
apparatus, and an electronic file management server, connected via a network, 
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comprising: 

a) a receiving step, wherein the electronic file management server receives a 
printing request of an electronic file, sent by the user terminal, via the network; 
(see Cocotis paragraph [0112], lines 1-2: software implementation; paragraph 
[0112], lines 1-2; paragraph [0121], lines 1-4: receive printing request; paragraph 
[0042], lines 9-11: network connections) 

c) a displaying step, wherein the user terminal displays the received identification 
pattern; (see Cocotis paragraph [0300], lines 6-14; paragraph [0308], lines 1-4: 
user interface display) 

f) a printing step, wherein the printing apparatus performs printing of the obtained 
electronic file based on the extracted information concerning the printing 
information , (see Cocotis paragraph [0098], lines 4-8; paragraph [0300], lines 14- 
17: printing of file) 

Cocotis discloses wherein a sending back step, wherein the electronic file 
management server generates an identification pattern, including information 
concerning a storing place of the electronic file based on the received printing 
request of the electronic file, and sends back the identification pattern to the user 
terminal, (see Cocotis paragraph [0112], lines 1-2: software implementation; 
paragraph [0206], lines 7-12: send back identification information for printing) And, 
Cocotis discloses wherein an obtaining step, wherein the printing apparatus obtains 
the electronic file, from the electronic file management server, via the network, 
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based on the obtained identification information; (see Cocotis paragraph [0206], 
lines 1-15: retrieve file from storage; paragraph [0042], lines 9-11: network 
connections) 

Cocotis does not specifically disclose whereby identification information within 
an information pattern, and information concerning a printing condition of the 
electronic file. 

However, Miller discloses wherein identification information within an 
identification pattern , and information concerning a printing condition of the 
electronic file, (see Miller paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: software implementation; 
paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: document processing, 
barcode representation (identification pattern) linked to additional information) 

And, Miller discloses: 

b) information concerning a printing condition of the electronic file , (see Miller 
paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: software implementation; paragraph [0045], lines 1- 
9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: document processing, barcode representation 
linked to information) 

d) an obtaining step, wherein the printing apparatus obtains the identification pattern 
from a reading apparatus that reads the identification pattern, displayed by the 
user terminal; (see Miller paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: software implementation; 
paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: document processing, 
barcode representation linked to information; paragraph [0043], lines 3-9:barcode 
reader) 
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e) extracts information concerning the printing condition of the electronic file from 
said identification : (see Miller paragraph [0044], lines 1-8: software 
implementation; paragraph [0045], lines 1-9; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: 
document processing, barcode representation linked to information) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Cocotis 
as taught by Miller to enable the capability for identification information within an 
information pattern such as a barcode. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to employ the teachings of Miller in order to enable the capability to 
access a wealth of information concerning an entity from a single piece of 
information, the barcode, (see Miller paragraph [0006], lines 1-5; paragraph [0006], 
lines 9-13; paragraph [0007], lines 11-15) 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
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than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyung H. Shin whose telephone number is (571) 2 
3920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 6 pm 

..... 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, VnSq^my^/^ 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone numbe^Cfy^ 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is' 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ICHS 

Kyung H Shin 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 

KHS 

November 29, 2007 



